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Weekly update -  Monday 27th April 2020 

Welcome to this ‘bumper’ edition of the weekly update! 

It has been lovely to see some of the super work the children 

have been doing as part of their home learning—I know the 

teachers have been very impressed by some of the work 

submitted so far.  If you have anything you would like to 

share, whether it is work your children have done, some-

thing you have done as a family or ideas that you would like 

to share, then please submit it to 

help@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk, or to 

class@churchill.worcs.sch.uk (see ‘sharing work’ below). 

Good byes 

It is with sadness that I inform you that Mrs Butler will no 

longer be working at Church Hill Middle School. She has cho-

sen to continue her career in the primary sector and will be 

working at a school closer to her home. She has been a much 

loved and respected member of our staff and I know that the 

children will miss her warmth, compassion and lovely sense 

of humour. We wish her all the best for the future. 

Mr Fitzgerald, who is familiar to all of the children, will be 

taking over from Mrs Butler when the children return to 

school. 

Mrs Andrews has also moved on to pastures new and will be 

continuing her brilliant work as a teaching assistant in a pri-

mary school closer to her home. We will miss her kindness, 

enthusiasm and passion for working with our children, but 

wish her well in her new post. 

Sharing work 

Work can now be shared directly with your child’s class 

teacher via a new email address. This will enable your child 

to talk directly to their class teacher; ask questions about the 

work  and get feedback on work they have completed. The 

email address is : class@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk  

e.g 5EN@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk; 8SF@.... etc  

Please use this address in preference to the help@ address 

going forward. 

We are also hoping to get Epraise up and running as a fur-

ther platform to communicate with pupils. 

 

Home Learning 

We very much appreciate everything you are doing as parents to 

support your child’s learning from home, but we also recognise 

the challenges this may bring to our families.  

There is plenty of support and guidance on our school website. 

Please got to  

https://www.churchhill.worcs.sch.uk/  and click on the RSA link 

to access all support and guidance. This link will also take you 

directly to the information:  

https://www.centralrsaacademies.co.uk/  

A short but important read is our Trust Continuity in Education 

Statement. 

Please contact the school if you have any questions or feedback 

to share around our home learning provision. 

Reading 

It is vitally important that our children continue to read on a 

daily basis. They can continue to read and quiz using Renais-

sance Reading. The following link gives access to hundreds of 

books which can be read online: 

https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html  

There are also plenty of suggestions for ways to engage with 

reading on the RSA link on our school website.  

Communication 

It is important that we keep communication lines open between 

home and school during this difficult period. Class teachers are 

making weekly calls home to ensure that all is well and to offer 

additional support if it is needed. We would appreciate it if you 

could respond to missed calls or text messages so that we know 

all is well. Our school office continues to be manned during 

school hours.  

Stay safe and well, and have a lovely week. Mrs Lewis 

https://www.churchhill.worcs.sch.uk/
https://www.centralrsaacademies.co.uk/
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html


 
 

 Eco Warrior!  Send your findings Miss Sloman 

Are you enjoying your daily exercise outside? Why not turn this into a 
learning opportunity? 

The Woodland Trust have created a great app that can help you identi-
fy the trees along your walk. 

Simply search for 'Tree ID-British Trees' in your app store or follow the 
link below.  

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-
trees/tree-id-app/ 

If you locate any interesting trees, you could send a photo along with 
the name to help@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk and we can add them to 
the Eco-Council display when we get back to school.  

KS2 French 

Comic strips 

Chloe Phillips 6JD 

Some super examples of the French home learning this week. Well done! 

Zach Solway 6HC 

Eco Warrior Challenge! 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/tree-id-app/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/tree-id-app/
mailto:help@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk


Reading Recommendations  - Send your reading recommendations in to Mr Daly 

I received this book as a gift several months ago but only got around to reading it last week - and I was 
not disappointed. 

Alfie Monk is just like any other school boy... Except he is 1000 years old! Obviously, nobody believes 
him even though he can remember the Vikings and both world wars. Read this book and travel with him 
on his emotional journey as he comes to terms with his gift/curse. The author has succeeded in creating 
an easy to follow but incredibly interesting plot. This is an astonishing, yet beautiful adventure story that 
will really make you think. Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live forever?  

Mr Daly 

Use the following links to find books to read and review: 

https://readingzone.com/download_extract.php?isbn=9780008256944  https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html  

 

Art Attack! Send your Art 

work in to Miss Farrell each 

week. 

Freya Teague 6HC has 

produced TWO incredible 

mixed media studies of 

Vincent Van Gogh’s Starry 

Night and Vase with Twelve 

Sunflowers. A fantastic 

attempt at Van Gogh’s 

traditional impressionist style!  

 

Miss O'Hara's joke of the week: 

How does the Easter bunny stay in shape? 

He eggs-ercises! 

How many letters are in the English alphabet? 

Look out for the answer to this riddle in the newsletter 

next week... and your next riddle to solve! 

 See is you can find the answers for your whole 

family to the following questions. 

Where is your favourite place in 

the world? Why do you like it?  

 

 

TT Rockstars challenge 

There are weekly battles taking place so for 

all children to continue with their weekly 

session still.  Parents can also get involved 

and challenge their children! 

 

A special WELL DONE AND THANK YOU to 

Kym Ward in 8SF for her work in the 

community over the past few weeks. Kym 

has gone out of her way to help others in 

these  difficult times. 

 

COMMUNITY STAR 

Email us or tell your 

teacher how you have 

helped your community. 

 

QR CODE for our staff message—  A message 

from all of our staff to our Church Hill 

children—

We miss 

you and 

look 

forward to 

seeing you 

soon! 

 

Maths Challenge— email your answers to Miss 

https://readingzone.com/download_extract.php?isbn=9780008256944
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html


Music Mania! - If you wish to share your answers, email them in to Mrs Brannelly. 

Just for you! Staff at Church Hill Middle School have compiled a list of their favourite songs! Select a new piece of music to 
listen to each day or each week – don’t forget to read the reason it was selected!   

Have you heard the song before? Are you surprised that your teacher loves this track? What do you think? Complete the last 
column – you could just add the date you listened to it; you could grade it using emojis or marks out of 10; you could write 
your own review.         

Member of Staff  Song title    Artist/album  Reason for selection   

Mrs Brannelly  Somebody to 
Love  

Queen Obviously I love the piano opening, but I also love the energy and musi-
cianship in the song.   This song makes me smile!  

Mrs Evans  Purple Rain  Prince  I love the sound of the electrical guitar. Having seen Prince perform this 
live, it sends chills down my spine and stops me in my tracks every time I 
hear it!  

Miss Duraj  Blinding Lights  The Weeknd  It’s a really catchy song and once you listen to it, you’ll be hooked!  

Miss Lewis  All I want for 
Christmas  

Mariah Carey  You don’t have to wait until Christmas to play this gem!  

Mrs Andrews  Bohemian Rhap-
sody  

Queen  I love all the different elements of the song and absolutely love singing 
along at the top of my voice!   

Mr Miles  Beautiful Day  U2  Sunny day, turn up the volume, open all the windows and sing along. It’s 
just an awesome feeling!!   

Miss Farrell  Hold the Line  TOTO  Now I’ve changed my song about 5 times. THIS SONG, has been my fa-
vourite song for about two months. You can’t help but get involved in this 
song. I have fond memories of singing and dancing along with 7CHO to 
this song!  

Mr Purslow  Don’t Stop Me 
Now  

Queen  Reflects a positive vibe in life; keeps you going especially when times are 
challenging.  

Mrs Hambleton  Uptown Funk  Bruno Mars  Reminds me of my teenage disco times and my last Zumba class!  

Miss O’Hara  Three Little 
Birds  

Bob Marley & The Wail-
ers  

This will make you feel happy – especially if the sun is shining!   
Football fans - listen to ‘The Green Army’ spur Plymouth Argyle on by 

singing it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKr9hvvqD5Q  

Mrs Wright  She’s The One  Robbie Williams  Number 2 best – Mrs Andrews stole my favourite!! Loved the video that 
went with this  

Mrs Burns  Knowing Me, 
Knowing You  

ABBA  I love ABBA, and this song made me think of how much I am missing all 
the kids and staff!  

Mrs Djurovic  I’ll be there for 
you  

The Rembrandts  My favourite sitcom – Friends!   

Mrs Lewis  Solsbury Hill  Peter Gabriel  How hard was this?  – choosing just one song! Growing up back in the 
70’s with no computers, no internet, no social media, and recording the 
charts from Radio 1 on a Sunday night onto a cassette! This was from the 
second album I bought I saved up for ages to buy these albums and had 
to play them on my dad’s record player – when he was out! This takes me 
back to those times – happy memories of easier times.   

Miss O’Farrell  Pompeii  Bastille  I don’t know how it does it but it makes me feel powerful and gives me a 
bounce in my step!  

Miss Sloman  For Good  Elphaba- Wicked the 
musical  

This was so hard! The music I listen to depends on my mood and who I 
am with. I love a good sing-a-long to anything from a musical. Growing 
up, The Wizard of Oz was my favourite film. Suffice to say, seeing the 
musical ‘Wicked’ blew my mind. This has some amazing lyrics about how 
friendships impact us and the power of forgiveness.   

Miss Harris  Mr Blue Sky  ELO  Very difficult choice, but I always find that this song cheers me up!   
It reminds me of being at St Andrews with my dad for Birmingham City 
matches on a Saturday.   

Mrs Jones  Wolves  Selena Gomez and Marsh-
mello  

Really hard as many over the years. This one I enjoy and it always reminds 
me of a weekly journey with my daughter on the way to football training 
in the car where we sing together favourite tracks (me – badly).  

Mrs Crowe  Holocene  Bon Iver  Listening to this song takes me back to 2010 when I was sitting on a 
beach in Greece. What more could you want from a song that transports 
you to somewhere beautiful and HOT?!?!  

Miss O’Hare  May I Have This 
Dance  

Francis and the Lights  I have so many favourite songs but I didn’t want to bore you all with a 
typical Irish song. This song is mine and my friend's song... Miss Farrell 
and I even know the dance.   

Miss Dyer  Groove is in the 
Heart  

Dee-Light  This is my favourite song in the world, I love to get dressed up and create 
dance routines to it.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKr9hvvqD5Q


 

Thank you NHS!  

Our keyworker children have designed their own THANKYOU for our NHS—email your contributions in to school and share them. 

PE Weekly Challenge 

When you have completed your 
weekly PE challenge, Please email 
your full name, year group, name of 
challenge and score to Mr Miles at 
help@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk and 
see if you have made it into the 
Church Hill top 10. 

mailto:help@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk


Oracy     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWwpVmgvFog 

Mindfulness. 

At your age, studies show that to be the most productive you need 8-10 hours sleep at night in one 

block. Your task is to: Keep a sleep journal. 

Every morning, write the time you went to sleep and the time you woke up; write a few sentences 

about how you feel in the morning. At the end of the week write a summary of how well you slept  

Extension: In the mornings write if your sleep hit the recommended target and explain why/ why not. 

Consider the impact of screen time right before bed—can you see a difference if you don’t look at 

screen before you go to sleep? 

World Beyond School Challenge: 

https://www.stwater.co.uk/about-us/education-zone/education-zone/ 

This week, for your World Beyond School challenge, I would like you to visit the website above; you do 

not need to print anything off, just go the following activities I have picked for you: 

1. Hydration & Well-being: Hydration Detectives (at the bottom of the page): Headaches and feel-

ing tired and thirsty are often signs of dehydration but did you know the easiest way to find out 

if your dehydrated is to look at the colour of your wee! 

2. Sewers & Blockages – watch the video on how Severn Trent clean wastewater and then take 

the quiz! 

Remember, you can complete more of the activities if you would like to; share your hydration findings 

with us at help@churchill.worcs.sch.uk or tell your teacher about it when they call to chat with you. 

Fun task: 

Have a go at creating a 

portrait of another       

member of your family. 

Share them and discuss 

what you think they say 

about you and your family 

members! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWwpVmgvFog
https://www.stwater.co.uk/about-us/education-zone/education-zone/
mailto:help@churchill.worcs.sch.uk


Oracy     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWwpVmgvFog Fun task: 

Have a go 

at creating a portrait of 

another       member of 

your family. 

Share them and discuss 

what you think they say 

about you and your family 

members! 

Music Challenge  

YR7 Link to Music:  https://tinyurl.com/y7byduuy     YR8 Link to Music: https://tinyurl.com/yd7cyf58 

High Hopes – Panic! at the Disco – This week, we are trying to do some practical music making at home! If you have a 

keyboard or guitar you can use that, but you could sing(!), learn the pencil drumming part or use a virtual instrument! 

The main thing is to have a go and have some fun! The approximate timings are below but do not forget to fast forward 

and pause as needed. Hope it helps! Mrs Brannelly 1) Watch the intro of the video – this tells you what we are doing and 

why! 2) Listen to High Hopes (03.34) – we are going to be learning the first part based around the chord pattern Bb (B 

flat), F, Dm, C and using the rhythm cheeseburger, Big Mac! 3) Decide which section would you like to learn? If you do 

not want to watch the whole video go straight to your chosen part using the timings listed here. Just like school – choose 

the part you will play – you do not learn all of them! Keyboard Chords (25:12); Keyboard melody (25:12 and 25:59); Gui-

tar Chords (04:37); Guitar melody/tab (8:42); Ukulele (13:43); Vocals with Miss Alcock (17:11), pencil drumming (23:16), 

no instrument (20:49) 4) Remember how we rehearse at school. Little bits at a time (chunk it!), learn it slowly before 

speeding it up, use your music memory – does it sound right? Check the rhythm: check the notes: check you are using the 

correct fingers 5) Perform Now try and play your part in time with the track – good luck!  

 Arts Museum: https://tinyurl.com/y9dehh2l 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWwpVmgvFog
https://tinyurl.com/y7byduuy
https://tinyurl.com/yd7cyf58
https://tinyurl.com/y9dehh2l



