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Weekly update - Friday 10th December 2021
Upcoming Events:
Monday 13th December - Best of British breakfast.
Friday 17th December -End of term. Christmas Holiday.

Find us on Social Media:
facebook.com/churchhillms
twitter.com/churchhillms

Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th January - TE Days.
Thursday 6th January - Spring Term starts.

January Covid Testing
A reminder to all parents of children in Year 7 and Year 8 to complete the testing consent form using the link below. Please complete the form whether you consent to your child having one onsite LFT test or if you do not consent.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkhITXekip59Jke_RaRKxrTZUQVlZRERV
NFRTRVRIWUtPRVk2V0tPSUxBVS4u
To accommodate the onsite testing, KS3 classes will have a slightly
staggered return on Thursday 6th January. Parents and pupils will
be notified of their time of arrival by the end of this week.

Christmas Jumper Day and Fundraising
Well done for the tremendous efforts this week on fundraising for Save the Children. £295 was raised and the children looked amazing! Thank you also for your generosity in
supporting our Reverse Advent Calendar appeal. Donations
are still welcome and the delivery of food parcels to the
Trussell Trust will be next Thursday. We were also very impressed by the amount spent at the Christmas Café. We
raised sufficient funds to fully support the making of the
luxury hampers which will be delivered next Thursday as
part of #Love your Neighbour. THANK YOU!
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Highlight of the week:
A wonderful buzz around our school with
Attendance! Classes are competing against each
other, pupils working towards their personal
attendance targets by attending school every
day.
Furthermore, 86 pupils have 100% attendance so
far this year, well done! Remember, next week is
a full school week, so let’s see you in school
again, everyday!

Communication between Parents and School
We are aware that there have been a number of frustrations regarding communications between parents and the school for a
number of reasons.
First of all, please accept our sincere apologies . One of our key
aims is to maintain good communication links between home and
school. In discussion with the admin team, we would like to
share the following information.

Absence Calls
We have recently had a new phone system installed which allows
you to report your child’s absence. Please can you use this system to inform us of your child’s absence rather than put a direct
call into the office.

Messages for pupils during the day
The admin team now work across both schools and therefore
oversee communication for over 600 families. Quite often phone
calls into school can be a request to remind a pupil—for example
a reminder to stay for a club, or to walk home. On Friday there
were over 20 messages of this nature which requires a member
of the admin team to record the message and deliver this to the
child’s class across both sites. This impacts on the efficient running of the office.
Please can we request that you use your child’s planner to add
reminders for them. You can also communicate directly with your
child’s class teacher using Epraise. We understand that things
arise during the day that are unexpected and plans for the end of
the day can change. Of course, a phone call to the office would be
appropriate in these circumstances , but please only use this in an
emergency situation.

Weekly Update
We have become aware that some parents are not regularly receiving the Weekly Update. This seems to be the case if you have
recently changed your contact number /email address and we
have identified a potential issue with Parent Mail.
Therefore, from January, we are going to trial using Epraise as
our main method of communication with parents. Later this
week, we will be sending out further information on how you can
use Epraise and how to download the APP to your mobile phone.

Using Epraise
This is the easiest way to communicate with your child’s class
teacher. If you want to get a message to your child’s teacher to
communicate a concern or share information we would need to
know about your child, please use Epraise. An Epraise message
goes direct to your child’s teacher and can be responded to
promptly. Obviously staff are teaching during the course of the
day, but they will get back to you at the earliest opportunity.

COVID –19 Updates
At the beginning of the school year, the guidance to schools around dealing with confirmed
cases in schools changed. This included tracing
close contacts and isolation.
The following is the guidance taken from What
Parents Need to Know about Early Years Providers, Schools and Colleges, and can be accessed using the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to
-know-about-early-years-providers-schoolsand-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-andcarers-need-to-know-about-early-yearsproviders-schools-and-colleges#tracing-closecontacts-and-isolation

Education settings are not undertaking contact
tracing and close contacts will be identified via
NHS Test and Trace. Therefore, we no longer
inform parents of a single confirmed case of
Coronavirus in a class. We do however inform
parents if a class goes into ‘outbreak management’ which is when 10% of pupils (usually 3)
who may have been in close contact test positive on a PCR test.
All individuals who have been identified as a
close contact of a suspected or confirmed
case of the Omicron variant will be contacted
directly and asked to self-isolate immediately
and book a PCR test. For everyone else, isolation rules are unchanged. Individuals are not
required to self-isolate if they live in the same
household as someone with COVID-19 if they
are:
•

below the age of 18 years and 6 months

Children who usually attend school who have
been identified as a close contact that is not a
suspected or confirmed case of the Omicron
variant should continue to attend school as
normal.

Parental feedback
We welcome any feedback from parents and carers as to how we can improve as a school, whether this
is in regard to communication, or in other matters. We will be sending out a Parent Voice survey next
term which will give you an opportunity to share your views.
We were really pleased to see so many applications from parents/carers to join us as part of our Governing Body and once the elections are complete, we will share the names of our elected parent governors.
They will also help to represent the voice of our parents, and carers.
In the meantime, we thank you for your continued support and wish you all a very Happy Christmas and
an enjoyable Christmas Break.

This week, Year 5 have begun to investigate
the crime of the stolen biscuits! After they
were discovered missing from 5JE, the children
have dived into an investigation to discover
who the perpetrator is. First, they interviewed
staff members to find out key information
about their movements last Friday. Then, they
learnt all about chromatography, before using
this to study the suspects’ pens. Who took the
biscuits?

Rock Battle champions!
5RW!

Who stole the
biscuits?

Santa Dash
December 10th 2021.
To coincide with Christmas jumper day, the
whole school participated in a 'Santa Dash'.
Well done to all of the children & staff who
each spent 15 minutes of the day trotting like
reindeers or sprinting like Santa around the
school playground.

Christmas Jumper day took place across the whole
school on Friday 10th December. We wanted to focus on our values of COMMUNITY & COMPASSION
with the children. In hosting this day we have rasied money For Save the Children charity from you
kind contributions. Thank you to all of the parents
& carers who supported Church Hill.

